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one of the greatest Nebraskans to ever
serve my home State. Chuck’s un-
timely passing has made me look for-
ward even more to reading his labor of
love when it is published, and when I
do, I will be remembering not only the
great J. James Exon, but Charles
Pallesen, Jr., as well—on every page
and throughout every chapter.

In closing, Chuck Pallesen was a man
who will be missed by all who knew
him and remembered as an individual
who served his community, State and
country well. A true statesman, we are
all the better for Chuck’s countless
contributions, his enthusiasm, his dedi-
cation, and most of all, his compassion.
He was truly a giant among men.e

———
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK

e Mr. VITTER. Mr. President today, I
would like to recognize and honor the
valuable contributions of Catholic
schools in educating our young people
throughout our great Nation. This year
from January 29 to February 5, we will
celebrate Catholic Schools Week to
recognize the exceptional work of
Catholic education programs across the
country.

Our Nation’s Catholic schools have
received international praise for aca-
demic excellence and have provided
students with lessons that extend far
beyond the classroom. These schools
have continued to impart comprehen-
sive curriculums that emphasize moral,
intellectual, and physical development
in young people.

In Louisiana, our Catholic schools
maintain high academic standards, fos-
ter a healthy learning environment for
students, and encourage family in-
volvement in the ongoing education of
children.

Today, more than two million stu-
dents attend Catholic schools in the
United States, and Catholic schools na-
tionally graduate 99 percent of stu-
dents with more than 97 percent pur-
suing college degrees.

The National Conference of Catholic
Bishops stated, ‘“‘Education is one of
the most important ways by which the
Church fulfills its commitment to the
dignity of the person and building of
community. Community is central to
education ministry, both as a nec-
essary condition and an ardently de-
sired goal. The educational efforts of
the Church, therefore, must be directed
to forming persons-in-community; for
the education of the individual Chris-
tian is important not only to his soli-
tary destiny, but also the destinies of
the many communities in which he
lives.”

This statement not only stresses the
importance of education as part of the
mission of the Catholic Church, but
also the importance of community and
schools in shaping our young people as
they go out in to the world to become
valuable members of society and their
community.

This week, we recognize the students,
their families, teachers, administra-
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tors, all of our parish leaders, and our
communities for their efforts to sup-
port our Catholic schools and contin-
ued achievement towards the education
of our young people.®

————

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries.

———

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the United
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

———

REPORT RELATIVE TO THE DEBT
LIMIT, RECEIVED DURING AD-
JOURNMENT OF THE SENATE ON
JANUARY 12, 2012—PM 36

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Finance:

THE WHITE HOUSE,
Washington, January 12, 2012.
Hon. JOSEPH R. BIDEN, Jr.,
President of the Senate,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: Pursuant to section
3101A(a)(2)(A) of title 31, United States Code,
I hereby certify that the debt subject to
limit is within $100,000,000,000 of the limit in
31 U.S.C. 3101(b) and that further borrowing
is required to meet existing commitments.

Sincerely,
BARACK OBAMA.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE
RECEIVED DURING ADJOURNMENT

Under the authority of the order of
the Senate of January 5, 2011, the Sec-
retary of the Senate, on January 18,
2012, during the adjournment of the
Senate, received a message from the
House of Representatives announcing
that the House has agreed to the fol-
lowing resolutions:

H. Res. 511. Resolution that Paul D. Irving
of the State of Florida, be, and is hereby,
chosen Sergeant-at-Arms of the House of
Representatives.

H. Res. 513. Resolution that the Clerk of
the House inform the Senate that a quorum
of the House is present and that the House is
ready to proceed with business.

The message also announced that
pursuant to House Resolution 512, the
Speaker appoints the following Mem-
bers of the House of Representatives to
join a committee on the part of the
Senate to notify the President of the
United States that a quorum of each
House has assembled and that Congress
is ready to receive any communication
that he may be pleased to make: Mr.

S37

CANTOR of Virginia and Ms. PELOSI of
California.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 2:03 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following joint resolution, without
amendment:

H.J. Res. 98. Joint resolution relating to
the disapproval of the President’s exercise of
authority to increase the debt limit, as sub-
mitted under section 3101A of title 31, United
States Code, on January 12, 2012.

The message also announced the
House has agreed to the following con-
current resolution, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H. Con. Res. 96. Concurrent resolution pro-
viding for a joint session of Congress to re-
ceive a message from the President.

The message further announced that
pursuant to section 214(a) of the Help
America Vote Act of 2002 (42 U.S.C.
15344), the Minority Leader appoints
the following member on the part of
the House of Representatives to the
Election Assistance Commission Board
of Advisors: Mr. Gregory T. Moore of
Washington, DC.

———

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following bills were read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar:

H.R. 440. An act to provide for the estab-
lishment of the Special Envoy to Promote
Religious Freedom of Religious Minorities in
the Near East and South Central Asia.

H.R. 3012. An act to amend the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act to eliminate the
per-country numerical limitation for em-
ployment-based immigrants, to increase the
per-country numerical limitation for family-
sponsored immigrants, and for other pur-
poses.

The following joint resolutions were
read the first and second times by
unanimous consent, and placed on the
calendar:

S.J. Res. 34. Joint resolution relating to
the disapproval of the President’s exercise of
authority to increase the debt limit, as sub-
mitted under section 3101A of title 31, United
States Code, on January 12, 2012

H.J. Res. 98. Joint resolution relating to
the disapproval of the President’s exercise of
authority to increase the debt limit, as sub-
mitted under section 3101A of title 31, United
States Code, on January 12, 2012.

———

ENROLLED BILL PRESENTED

The Secretary of the Senate reported
that on December 20, 2011, she had pre-
sented to the President of the United
States the following enrolled bill:

S. 278. An act to provide for the exchange
of certain land located in the Arapaho-Roo-
sevelt National Forests in the State of Colo-
rado, and for other purposes.

———

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
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